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TITLE: “HAD | NOT KNOW THAT | WAS DEAD ALREADY, | WOULD HAVE
MOURNED MY LOSS OF LI FE’ - OTA DOKAN, SAMURAI 1432-1486

EXT. H GHLANDS - JAPAN - EVEN NG

A fierce rain pours down upon soft green grass, atop a small
nount ai n over| ooking a valley below. Several trees are
sil houetted in the darkness.

LI GHTNI NG cr ackl es, defining the shape of the trees. A
downpour of RAIN falls fromthe sky.

TI TLE: Japan, 1504 A. D.

A troop of three WARRI ORS, each well arnmed, run |ike a pack
of wolves up the nountain’s path, squinting to see in the
darkness and rain. They stop as they approach the trees.

Each of them pants heavily as another bolt of |ightning
fl ashes across the sky. For the first tine, we see soneone
sl eepi ng under one of the trees, shielded fromthe rain.

It is JUBEI, the | egendary sanmurai warrior of Japanese
f ol kl ore.

He wears a traditional straw hat which conceals his face from
t he guards.

GUARD
You there. Wake up.

Jubei shifts his position slightly, apparently stil
sl eeping. The rain continues to pour ferociously on the
guar ds.

GUARD 2
Do we wake him sir?

GUARD
No.

The guard notions to the other two and they advance slowy,
spears ready. The | eader of the troupe pulls out a bow and

arrow. He gently pulls back on the string, carefully aimng
the arrow straight for the head of the sanurai

Jubei is still, seem ngly sl eeping.

The string is taught as the arrowis pulled back to its
maxi mum

One guard is clearly nore anxious than the rest. As he
approaches cl oser his expression becones nore cl ouded.



Suddenly, he lunges at Jubei just as the other guard
unl eashes the arrow but - -

LI GHTNI NG f | ashes.

The three guards are notionless. The one guard who had | unged
is now frozen in his tracks. He looks to his two partners.

They fall down dead, splitting in tw at the waist from an
unseen novenent of Jubei’s KATANA(I ong sword). Jubei noves
his hand away from his bl ade and drops the arrow he caught
wi th his other hand.

He | ooks up fromhis hat, eyes gleaming with power, at the
remai ni ng guard.

JUBEI
Do not disturb a sleeping man.

The guard gives off a pitiful cry for hel p before running
down the hill. He slips in some nud on the way down.

Jubei rises fromhis position and wal ks into the rain, down
t he nountain path towards the vall ey.

TRADI TI ONAL JAPANESE MJSI C
CUT TGO

EXT. WARRI OR BASE - VALLEY - CONTI NUOUS

A large fortress provides a beacon of light in the dark
vall ey. Torches are |it at each entrance and several GUARDS
dressed simlarly to the ones before, survey the area for

i ntruders.

Jubei approaches in the darkness, his steps masked by the
falling rain.

A GQUARD steps into the |ight of a torch.

BASE GUARD
Shi nya.

A second GUARD runs out fromthe darkness into the |ight.

BASE GUARD 2
VWat is it?

BASE GUARD
Listen. | hear soneone com ng.



They | ook at each other, frightened and carefully scan the
area. The surroundi ng nature has becone a | abyrinth of
darkness and rain. They cannot see beyond their torches.

BASE GUARD 2
| don’t hear it. It’s just the
rain.

The rain masks the silence of death
THMAP.

The guard’s eyes open wide. A trickle of blood slowy
descends from his forehead. The other guard | ooks at himand
sees the terrible truth.

H s head has been split open with a TANTQ(short sword).

BASE GUARD 2 ( CONT’ D)
(scream ng)
Ah! I ntruder! Intrud--

The second guard receives a severe blow to his head. Another
TANTO has torn through this poor man’s chest. He didn’'t have
a chance.

A smal | distance away, Jubei |ooks out from beneath his hat,
the rain dropping fromthe brim He vanishes into the
darkness |i ke the distant |ightning.

CUT TGO

I NT. WARRI OR BASE - PRI VATE CHAMBER - CONTI NUOUS

A large roomillum nated by several torches, with a massive
wooden table sprawled out in the center. Scattered on it are
vials, roots, plants and ot her wondrous itens.

Carefully brewi ng sone type of potion is a short old man,
TOBOSAKU. He has a long white beard and is wapped in a blue
ki nono. On the table near himis an unusually |arge,

beauti ful ripe peach.

It gives off a nystical glow of perfection.

Tobosaku picks up the peach with a wooden cane and bal ances
it perfectly. He smles, a smle of pure evil.

FLAMES BURNI NG



Tobosaku senses sonething. He | eaps onto the table, knocking
over a vial. He nove his arnms in a circular pattern, sonmehow
attuni ng his senses.

He feels the sanmurai’s novenents.
TOBOSAKU
(whi spering to hinself)
Sanur ai .

CUT TGO

SCREAM NG

EXT. WARRI OR BASE - CONTI NUOUS

Jubei has split open a GUARD with his KATANA. Two nore GUARDS
rush himfromboth sides, but his reflexes are far superior.

He ducks and swi pes effortlessly, chopping off a head and an
arm Bl ood spurts out fromthe decapitated body. Jubei stands
still, waiting for nore incomng threats.

The rai n pounds down upon the corpses ferociously, filling
t heir wounds with water

Anot her GUARD runs around the corner, slipping in the nud. As
he stands up, Jubei raises his armto stop him The guard,
terrified, |ooks into Jubei's eyes.

GUARD 3
You. The nmssacre--

CUT TGO

EXT. VI LLAGE - FLASHBACK

JUBEI STANDI NG | N FLAMES.

Around him are the shadows of people fleeing a burning
village. The dead bodies of villagers are sprawl ed over each
ot her.

One by one, soldiers try to fight him One by one, they die.

CUT TGO



EXT. WARRI OR BASE - CONTI NUQUS

The guard has been silenced by Jubei’s blade. He falls to the
ground, sprawling his arns over Jubei’s feet.

Jubei ki cks them away.
JUBEI
You will pay nme in blood for this
betrayal .

Jubei stands before the entrance to the base. He kicks it
open shattering the door to pieces, and readi es his Katana.

Nearly twenty GUARDS wait for himinside.
CUT TO

I NT. WARRI OR BASE - PRI VATE CHAMBERS - CONTI NUOUS

Tobosaku stands quietly in front of a door, the peach perched
high on his cane. Qutside the room Jubei’s ranpage of the
remai ni ng guards can be heard.

Tobosaku cl oses his eyes and neditates. He sees a flash of
Jubei slicing one of his guards and snaps out of the trance.

He grins beam ng evil thoughts. Froma small pouch on his
belt, he pulls out a piece of paper. Wth his finger, he

magi cal ly etches the Japanese Kanji character for ‘FIRE onto
t he paper.

CUT TGO

I NT. WARRI OR BASE - MAI N ROOM - CONTI NUCUS

Jubei finishes off the |ast guard by spinning a hundred
ei ghty degrees, his Katana acting as a rotating pl ow

Ahead of himis an open stone door |eading down into the
recess of the base. Jubei runs forward and | eaps down the
stairs.

CUT TGO

I NT. WARRI OR BASE - HALLWAY - CONTI NUQUS

He pushes the head of his Katana into the ground and run
towards the final door.



He charges like a bull and screanms a true SAMJURAI war cry.
SPARKS FLY FROM HI S BLADE.

Jubei uses his shoulders to blow the door open. As this
happens, his armbursts into flame.

CUT TGO

I NT. WARRI OR BASE - PRI VATE CHAMBERS - MOMENTS EARLI ER

Tobosaku stands by the entrance as before. Jubei is heard
charging outside. He bursts into the room exploding the
door.

Wth one effortless notion, Tobosaku flings the piece of
paper at Jubei, striking down his arm It erupts into flame.

Tobosaku lifts his canes and twirls it around, sending the
peach flying straight at Jubei. It knocks him back into the
hal  way and bounces right back onto Tobosaku’ s cane.

Jubei stunned and hurt, rolls around on the ground snothering
the flanes on his arnms. He | eaps up to a standing position.
The peach flies toward himagain but this tinme he is ready.

He perfectly raises his Katana, defending his face. The peach
slices into to two pieces and m sses Jubei on both sides.

One half immediately begins to rot into a black worm i nfested
fruit while the other half turns conpletely white. Jube
charges back down the hallway, this tinme at an unseen speed.

Tobosaku, now standing on his table, tosses another piece of
paper into the air. It floats in front of him Jubei junps
towards the old man.

He pushes his wist into the paper sending it flying into
Jubei. Wiile it soars threw the air, the Japanese character
for 'BOVB etches itself in fire.

Jubei recoils and drops to the ground in pain. Small
expl osions start erupting on his arns and chest. Each boom
sends a small piece of skin flying in the air.

He tries to stand but each effort is met with another
agoni zing explosion. He finally is able to stand, grinding
his teeth as he tries to withstand the pain.

TOBOSAKU
Jubei, |egendary warrior of the
Hanto d an.



TOBOSAKU( cont ' d)

I cannot believe the stories of
your power if you cannot harm an
old man |ike nyself.

Jubei lifts both his arnms high in the air and sl ans his hands
together in a praying style. A blue aura surrounds hi mand

t he expl osions on his body beconme | ess frequent. They stop
and Jubei regains his bal ance.

TOBOSAKU ( CONT’ D)
So you do know sone tricks after
all.

Tobosaku charges at Jubei, hitting himseveral tines with his
cane. Jubei, still recovering fromthe explosions, is unable
to guard with his Katana. Tobosaku trips himand runs into
the hallway after the peach.

Jubei stands and readies his Katana. He carefully approaches
t he hallway and peers down the corridor.

Tobosaku takes the two pieces of the peach, recoiling at the
rotting half, and nerges them back as one.

TOBGOSAKU ( CONT’ D)
You understand the power of the
perfect fruit. Separated, they are
i ght and darkness. Life and death.

Tobosaku takes the peach and perches it on his cane.

TOBOSAKU ( CONT’ D)
But as one, it is the sum of
everything in this world. Harnony
of both the good and evil, the
perfect circle. Infinity
encapsul ated in ny palm

Jubei charges down the hallway but is sent flying back into
the room by a strong thrust of the peach. He crashes into the
| arge tabl e and smashes vials splattering colorful liquid
ever ywher e.

Tobosaku sends anot her cursed piece of a paper flying at
Jubei, but this time he is ready. He slices it in tw with
his Katana, igniting his blade into flanes.

JUBEI
Your tine is over old nan.

Leaping fromthe table, Jubei strikes down upon Tobosaku w th
his fiery blade. Tobosaku is quick to block with his cane,

but is overwhel med by Jubei’s strength and the heat of his
swor d.



Jubei kicks himin the stomach, sending the old man flying
into a wall. He cuts into the ground, setting the floor on
fire.

For the first time, Tobosaku shows signs of fear.

JUBEI ( CONT' D)
You destroyed ny vill age.
Sl aughtered ny wife and chil d.

Tobosaku i s shaking, bleeding fromhis forehead.

JUBEI ( CONT' D)
For what? More power, nore control
nore |land? Greed is the sickness of
this world.

Jubei approaches Tobosaku and noves his blade to his neck.

TOBOSAKU
Pl ease, wait.

Tobosaku sweats profusely fromthe flames heat, as the bl ade
caress his neck.

JUBEI
Death waits for no one.

Wth one swift novenent, Jubei slices through Tobosaku' s neck
and rips his Katana down into his chest. Black bl ood surges
fromthe wounds. The fire ignites his robes and he drops his
cane and peach.

The old man withes in pain on the ground. Jubei, severely
i njured, dislodges the sword and takes a few steps back from
hi m

JUBEI ( CONT' D)
I bring you the vengeance of ny
slain village and its people. The
fire that burns in their hearts
have seared you

Jubei sheaths his Katana, turning away fromthe now burning
corpse. As he | eaves, he senses sonething is not right.

A problem Behind him the fiery corpse of the old man sways
back and forth.

Tobosaku i s not dead.



He ki cks his peach into his hands and bites down hard. As if
guenching a thirst, the flames on his body subside. Snoke
rises fromhis charred skin.

Jubei 1 ooks at the old man, amazed at his resistance. He
resunes his fighting stance and readi es his Katana.

TOBOSAKU
Didn’t they tell you what you were
dealing with?

Jubei, frozen in disbelief, backs away. Tobosaku runs
straight at his target, junping md-air to strike down with
hi s cane.

Jubei barely blocks with his sword, yet is successful in
sendi ng Tobosaku flying in an opposite direction. But the old
man is too quick and bounces back charging at Jubei.

Tobosaku seens to have awakened sone inner hidden force by
eating the peach. The two warriors volley back and forth,
sword versus cane. Each blowis net with another, neither
connecting for a full body bl ow

The speed of the fight increases until their novenents becone
not hing nore than a blur. Tobosaku extends his pal mtowards
Jubei, knocking himto the ground with a nystical w nd.

As he stands up, he notices a hidden effect of the w nd.
Jubei’s vision is blurred and he can’t nove. He has been
poi soned.

He watches the old man prepare another piece of paper. It
gently touches himon his chest before he can see the
character. He | ooks down and sees that it says “HELL".

He | ooks towards Tobosaku.

TOBOSAKU
"1l see you there one day. Wit
for me.

Jubei, puzzled by the words, takes a dizzy step back.
Suddenly, he withes in pain, dropping his Katana. He | ooks
at his hands erupting in fire.

TOBGOSAKU ( CONT’ D)
But not yet. Not for a very l|long
time.

Jubei is set ablaze, his entire body burning away to dark
demonic flanmes. It strips himof his clothes and skin until
there is only a skeleton left.



10.

Even the bones of his skeleton break away into dust, and his
entire being is reduced to a pile of ashes on the ground,
still burning. Tobosaku wal ks over to the burning dust and
sm | es.

Jubei’s remains have magically transformed into a RED
TALI SMAN, the center of which is off set by a beautiful red
ruby. It pulsates with a denonic glow of fire.

Tobosaku picks up the talisman fromthe pile of dust.

TOBOSAKU ( CONT’ D)
Send ny regards to the denons.

Tobosaku lets off a shriek of evil l|aughter as he places the
talisman inside his robes, his skin already healing and
returning to it’s normal state.

He picks up his cane and uses it to grab the peach in one
fluid nmovenment. He al so grabs a basket, hidden underneath the
tabl e.

CUT TGO

I NT. WARRI OR BASE - MAI N ROOM - CONTI NUCUS

Tobosaku slowy wal ks up the stairs of his desecrated tenple
and sees for the first time the path of destruction Jubei has
left in his wake.

Bodi es everywhere. Linbs and heads spread over the fl oor.
Tobosaku goes close to a wall and punches a hole with his
palm He renoves the talisman and buries it deep into the
ground.

He pl aces the basket on the ground.

Tobosaku noves to the center of the room and rai ses both of
his hands in the air. He balances his aura and starts to
scream as a rush of energy surges through his fingers. In one
blinding flash of light, the temple is set afl ane.

CUT TGO

EXT. WARRI OR BASE - CONTI NUOUS

The massive tenple is now a beacon of fire. The old man
di sappears into the shadows as he clinbs up the hill path.



